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HAY MEETING - Thursday, May 9th, 7:03 p.m. at Missoula Public Library. Ms. Ellie Anguinbau from the Montana 
Historical Society in Helena will present the program. This wiH be the last meeting until September. 
At this meeting we will be voting on a revised copy of the WMGS bylaws (copy enclosed in members newsletters). 
Also, it is election time, and as we had no nominating committee, nominations for officers will be taken from the 
floor for next year's officers. 

We had a wonderful turnout for our April tour of the Mansfield Library with Dennis Richards. We own him our thanks 
for the tour and the two handouts- "Mansfield Library Genealogical Research Guide", 13pp., and the "Montana 
Territory (State) Census Schedules, 5pp. If anyone missed the tour and would like a copy of the handouts, we can 
copy them for $1.10. If you would like a set by mail please enclose a long, SASE with 52 cents postage. 

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS; 

ERIGHAM YOUNG CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS - "Reading Early American Handwriting", Fri.& Sat., May 16-17, 1991. $95.00 
for the full workshop which will be presented by Kip Sperry. For more info contact BYU, Reading Early American 
Handwriting, Conferences and Workshops, 136 Herman Bldg.,Provo, UT 84602, (801) 378-3559. 

1991 NG5 CONFERENCE - May 29 thru June 1, Portland, Oregon. Brochures available at the City Library. 

ALBERTA FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY. - They will be holding their 12th Annual Seminar, "Your American Cousins", on 
October 25-26, 1991, at the University of Calgary. The cost of $40.03 Canadian includes coffee breaks and lunch on 
Saturday. For more information or to register write to AFHS Seminar Registration, 5B04 Norris Road N.K., Calgary, 
Alberta, T2K 2P9. 

IN THE MAIL THIS MONTH 

MONTANA STATE GENESLGGICAL SOCIETY. The fund-raiser cookbook, "Family Roots and Recipes", can be ordered for $6.75 
including postage from Florence Wagstaff, Box 623, Billings, MT 59103. 

POWELL COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER. Vol.1, No.l, April 1991. This issue has extracts of births, 
marriages and deaths from early newspapers - The New Northwest from July 1869-1886 and The Silver State Post from 
1892-1896. This project will continue. 

TREASURE STATE LINES. Vol.16. No.2, 1991, from the Great Falls Genealogical Society. This issue continues the Pine 
Hills Cemetery Records, has Eirths of Great Falls of 1895, and the Cascade Co. Farm and Ranch Directory 1942-43. 

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER. Vol.17, No.2, Mar-Apr 1991. Highlights some of the events of the 1991 



Conference to be held in Portland, Oregon, 29 Hay-1 June 1991. 

NGS GENEALOGICAL PROJECTS REGISTRY: If vou want to know what indexes are being developed in vour area, when thay 
will be finished or how vou can help, there is a list of over 100 projects now in this registry. Complete 
information on eacj project is available in a file on the NGS/CIG computer bulletin board or a printed directory 
with selected information en each project can be ordered from NGS Headquarters for $5.00. Sen your request to NGS 
Genealogical Projects Registry, 4527 17th Street, North, Arlington, VA 22207-2399. You can register your own 
project with a form on p.46 of the NGS Newsletter (and receive a free directory). 

BIG HORN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER. Vol.12, No.41, April 1991. nmong some pointers on the genealogical 
importance of land records - in rural America nearly every adult male can be found in land records. 

SMOKE SIGNALS. Vol 10, No.2, April 1991. The Assiniboine Genealogical Society, Havre, MT 59501. The Index to the 
191C Montana Census being prepared by Barbara VanDePete now has the following counties completed: BEAVERHEAD, 
BROADWATER, CARBON, CASCADE, CHOUTEAU, DAWSON, DEERLODGE, FERGUS, FLATHEAD, and CUSTER. A surname search of the 
index will be done for $1.00 plus SASE for each surname in each county. Contact Barbara VanDePete at 406-265-2465 
or at 8430 Hiway 2 West, Havre, MT 59501 for searches. 

4 * *" 

From the Illinois State Genealogical Society Newsletter, April 1990, they report that the Illinois State 
Genealogical Society is compiling an Illinois Statewide Marriage Index and that microfiche copies has been sent 
onlX to local genealogical societies in Illinois. Researchers can use the microfiche at the local societies or send 
a request to the Reference Staff, Illinois State Archives, Springfield IL 62756 for a search for SPECific 
marriages. The counties completed are as follows: 

Adams 1824-1899 Fafette 1821-1877 McDonough 1830-1863 Piatt 1874-1900 
Brown 1839-1861 Franklin 1878-1899 1871-1839 Rock Island 1833-1900 
Calhoun 1825-1900 Hancock 1829-1857 McHenry 1837-1892 Saline 1898-1899 
Carroll 1B39-1853 Henry 1821-1853 Macon 1829-1900 Sangamon 1821-1899 
Christian 1839-1866 Iroquois 1866-1874 Macoupin 1829-1845 Shelby 1827-1878 
Coles 1830-1884 Jackson 1843-1875 Menard 1839-1900 Union 1B1B-1800 
Crawford 1817-1850 Jefferson 1819-1900 Montgomery 1B21-1B70 Whiteside 1839-1900 
Edwards 1815-1844 Knox 1830-1900 Ogle 1837-1900 Winnebago 1836-1868 
Effingham 1819-1874 Perry 1851-1867 

Winnebago 

Hope everyone has a wonderful summer and can come up with an idea or two for the Newsletter and Programs for next 
year. See you in September. 

WESTERN MONTANA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 2714 
MISSOULA, MT 59806-2714 
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BYLAWS 
FOR 

•WESTERN MONTANA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

ARTICLE I—NAME 
'The  fo l lowing  sha l l  p reva i l  th roughou t  these  Bylaws  

in  the  in t e rp re ta t ion  the reof  un less  spec i f i c  p rov i s ion  
d i r ec t s  o the rwise :  

WESTERN MONTANA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY i s  the  incorpo
ra t ed  o rgan iza t ion  which  i s  to  be  governed  by ,  and  
which  i s  empowered  to  ac t  in  accordance  wi th ,  t hese  
3y laws .  Here ina f t e r  s a id  co rpora t ion  sha l l  be  r e fe r red  
to  a s  the  "Soc ie ty . "  

ARTICLE I I—ADDRESS 
The  address  o f  the  p r inc ipa l  o f f i ce  o f  the  Soc ie ty  

sha l l  be :  Pos t  Of f i ce  Box  2714 ,  Missou la ,  Montana  
59806-2714 .  

ARTICLE I I I—POWERS 
The  Soc ie ty  sha l l  have  a l l  the  powers  o f  a  nonprof i t ,  

co rpora t ion  enumera ted  and  se t  fo r th  in  T i t l e  35 ,  Chap
t e r  2 ,  M.C.A. ,  1978 .  The  pu rposes  o f  the  Soc ie ty  a re  
those  s e t  fo r th  in  the  Ar t i c l e s  o f  Incorpora t ion .  

ARTICLE IV—MEMBERSHIP  
Sec t ion  A:  

Any  ind iv idua l  o r  i n s t i tu t ion  wi l l ing  to  p romote  the  
ob jec t ives  o f  the  Soc ie ty  and  pay  the  reques ted  annua l  
dues  may  be  e l ig ib le  fo r  membersh ip .  
Sec t ion  B:  

Membersh ip  i s  e f fec t ive  when  dues  a re  rece ived  and  
sha l l  con t inue  to  the  end  o f  the  Soc ie ty ' s  cu r ren t  
f i sca l  yea r .  Membersh ip  i s  t e rmina ted  by  f a i lu re  to  
pay  the  annua l  dues .  A s ix ty -day  g race  pe r iod  sha l l  be  
a l lowed  fo r  r enewal  o f  membersh ip .  

Ind iv idua l  dues  a re  $10 .00  pe r  yea r .  
'Fami ly  dues  a re  $12 .00  pe r  yea r .  A f ami ly  member 
sh ip  r ece ives  one  news le t t e r  pe r  i s sue .  

Sec t ion  C:  
Nonmembers  may  be  inv i t ed  to  a s s i s t  i n  the  ob jec 

t ives  o f  t h i s  Soc ie ty .  
ARTICLE V—EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The  Execu t ive  Board  (he re ina f t e r  t he  "Board" )  sha l l  
cons i s t  o f  a l l  e l ec ted  and  appo in ted  o f f i ce r s ,  and  the  
immedia te  pas t -P res iden t .  

ARTICLE VI—OFFICERS AND DUTIES 
Sec t ion  A:  Of f i ce r s  

Al l  o f f i ce r s  sha l l  be  pa id -up  members .  An  o f f i ce r  
who  misses  th ree  consecu t ive  bus iness  mee t ings  wi thou t  
r easonab le  cause  sha l l  be  sub jec t  to  ac t ion  by  the  
Board  a s  to  h i s  con t inuance  in  o f f i ce .  Each  o f f i ce r  
sha l l :  
1 .  Per fo rm the  du t i e s  ou t l ined  in  these  Bylaws  and  

those  as s igned  in  the  fu tu re .  
2 .  De l ive r  a l l  o f f i c i a l  ma te r i a l  t o  h i s  successo r  two  

weeks  p r io r  to  the  end  o f  t he  f i sca l  yea r .  
3 .  P resen t  an  annua l  wr i t t en  r epor t  a t  the  annua l  

co rpora te  mee t ing .  
4 .  Repor t  on  the  ac t iv i t i e s  o f  h i s  o f f i ce  a t  the  

reques t  o f  the  Pres iden t .  
Sec t ion  B:  E lec ted  Of f i ce r s  

The  e l ec ted  o f f i ce r s  sha l l  be  P res iden t ,  Vice -
Pres iden t ,  Cor respond ing  and  Record ing  Sec re ta r i e s ,  and  
Treasure r .  They  may  be  e l ec ted  and  se rve  in  any  one  

•
ce  fo r  no  more  than  two  consecu t ive  t e rms .  
The  P res iden t  sha l l  p lan  mee t ing  agenda ,  p res ide  a t  
a l l  mee t ings  o f  the  Soc ie ty ,  and  be  an  ex -o f f i c io  
member  o f  a l l  commi t t ees  excep t  the  Nomina t ing  
Commi t t ee .  

2 .  The  Vice -Pres iden t  sha l l  t empora r i ly  pe r fo rm the  
du t i e s  o f  the  Pres iden t  o r  sha l l  f i l l  the  unexp i red  
t e rm of  the  Pres iden t  i n  the  absence  o r  inab i l i ty  
o f  tha t  o f f i ce r  to  se rve .  The  Vice -Pres iden t  sha l l  
ma in ta in  the  Soc ie ty ' s  su rname  f i l e .  

3 .  The  Record ing  Sec re ta ry  sha l l  r ecord  the  minu tes  o f  
t he  bus iness ,  Board  and  co rpora te  mee t ings ;  r ead  
the  minu tes  o f  p rev ious  mee t ings  a s  reques ted  by  
the  Pres iden t ;  p rese rve  a l l  minu tes  and  r epor t s ;  
and  p rov ide  the  Pres iden t  wi th  a  copy  o f  the  p re 
v ious  minu tes  p r io r  to  each  mee t ing .  

4 .  The  Cor respond ing  Sec re ta ry  sha l l  a t t end  to  the  
cor respondence  o f  the  Soc ie ty  and  sha l l  d i s t r ibu te  
the  ma i l  t o  the  o f f i ce r s .  

5 .  The  Treasure r  sha l l  co l l ec t  and  r ecord  a l l  dues  and  
funds  r ece ived  by  t he  Soc ie ty ,  pay  a l l  budge ted  
b i l l s  o f  the  Soc ie ty ,  keep  an  accura te  r ecord  o f  
a l l  r ece ip t s  and  expend i tu res ,  and  g ive  a  f inanc ia l  
r epor t  a t  each  month ly  bus iness  mee t ing .  
a .  The  Treasure r  sha l l  ma in ta in  the :  1 )  Check

book ;  2 )  Bank  s t a t ement s  and  cance l l ed  checks ;  
3 )  Accoun t  book ;  and  4 )  Pa id  b i l l s ,  s t a t ement s ,  
and  o the r  f inanc ia l  r ecords .  

b .  Checks  mus t  be  s igned  by  two  o f  the  fo l lowing  
four  o f f i ce r s :  Treasure r ,  P res iden t ,  Vice -
Pres iden t ,  Record ing  Sec re ta ry .  

c .  The  Treasure r  sha l l  se rve  a s  cha i rman  o f  the  
Budge t  Commi t t ee .  

d .  The  Treasure r  sha l l  ma in ta in  a  cu r ren t  member 
sh ip  l i s t  and  p rov ide  a  copy  to  the  Pres iden t  
and  the  News le t t e r  Ed i to r .  

e .  The  Treasure r ' s  accoun t s  sha l l  be  examined  
annua l ly  a t  each  f i sca l  yea r  end  by  the  
Audi t ing  Commi t t ee .  

Sec t ion  C:  Appo in ted  Of f i ce r s  
The  News le t t e r  Ed i to r  and  the  L ib ra r i an  sha l l  be  

appo in ted  by  the  Pres iden t .  
1 .  The  News le t t e r  Ed i to r  sha l l  be  r e spons ib le  fo r  

p repa r ing ,  p r in t ing ,  and  ma i l ing  a  month ly  (Sep tem
ber  th rough  May)  news le t t e r  t ha t  in fo rms  members  o f  
upcoming  mee t ings ,  e l ec t ions ,  p roposed  Bylaws  
amendments  and  r ev i s ions ,  and  o the r  announcements  
o r  top ics  o f  in t e res t .  

2 .  The  L ib ra r i an  sha l l  ca ta log  and  ma in ta in ,  and  sug
ges t  new ma te r i a l s  fo r ,  the  Soc ie ty ' s  Genea logy  
Co l l ec t ion .  

ARTICLE VI I—COMMITTEES AND CHAIRMEN 
Sec t ion  A:  

The  fo l lowing  commi t t ees  and  cha i rmen  sha l l  be  
appo in ted  by  t he  Pres iden t .  They  sha l l  recommend  
po l i cy  to  the  membersh ip  and  upon  approva l  sha l l  imple 
ment  i t  wi th in  the i r  e s t ima ted  budge t s .  Add i t iona l  ad  
hoc  commi t t ees  sha l l  be  se l ec ted  to  be  r e spons ib le  fo r  
spec ia l  p ro jec t s  a s  they  a re  under t aken .  Cha i rmen  may  
a sk  fo r  a s s i s t ance  f rom the  membersh ip .  
1 .  The  Aud i t ing  Commi t t ee  o f  two  o r  th ree  pe r sons  

sha l l  aud i t  t he  Treasure r ' s  r ecords  a t  the  end  o f  
the  f i sca l  yea r  and  sha l l  r epor t  i t s  f ind ings  in  a  
s igned  s t a t ement  a t  the  Oc tober  bus iness  mee t ing .  

2 .  The  Pub l i c i ty  Cha i rman  sha l l  be  r e spons ib le  fo r  
announcement  o f  a l l  Soc ie ty  mee t ings  and  spec ia l  
even t s  to  the  pub l i c  med ia .  

3 .  The  P rogram Cha i rman  sha l l  secure  and  a r range  p ro 
grams  fo r  each  mee t ing .  P rograms  shou ld  be  cen
t e red  on  genea logy  and  r e l a t ed  top ics .  

4 .  The  Budge t  Commi t t ee  sha l l  de te rmine  f inanc ia l  
requ i rement s  and  compi le  t he  annua l  budge t .  The  



Treasure r  sha l l  se rve  a s  cha i rman .  The  membersh ip  
sha l l  approve  o r  d i sapprove  the  p roposed  budge t  and  
any  expend i tu res  exceed ing  the  approved  budge t .  

5 .  The  Pub l i sh ing  Commi t t ee  sha l l  s e l ec t  and  pub l i sh  
ma te r i a l s  o f  genea log ica l  i n t e res t  sponsored  by  the  
Soc ie ty .  

6 .  The  Nomina t ing  Commi t t ee  sha l l  cons i s t  o f  a t  l eas t  
two  members ,  ( fo r  du t i e s ,  s ee  ARTICLE IX—ELECTION 
OF OFFICERS. )  

ARTICLE VI I I—MEETINGS 
Sec t ion  A:  Bus iness  Mee t ings  
1 .  A bus iness  mee t ing  o f  t he  Soc ie ty  sha l l  be  he ld  

once  a  month  (Sep tember  th rough  May)  un less  wa ived  
by  ma jo r i ty  vo te .  The  mee t ing  day  w i l l  be  se l ec ted  
to  accommoda te  the  ma jo r i ty  o f  the  members .  

2 .  F ive  members  i n  good  s t and ing  mus t  be  p resen t  t o  
cons t i tu t e  a  quorum fo r  conduc t ing  bus iness .  Of  
t ha t  f ive ,  a t  l eas t  two  o f f i ce r s  mus t  be  inc luded .  

3 .  Al l  vo t ing  sha l l  be  by  s imple  ma jo r i ty  un less  
o the rwise  s t a t ed .  

4 .  Any  member  mus t  be  p resen t  t o  vo te .  A f ami ly  
membersh ip  cons t i tu t e s  one  vo te .  

Sec t ion  B:  Annua l  Corpora te  Mee t ing  
The  annua l  co rpora te  mee t ing  sha l l  be  he ld  i n  May a t  

which  t ime  o f f i ce r s  sha l l  be  e l ec ted  and  annua l  r epor t s  
g iven .  
Sec t ion  C:  Board  Mee t ings  
1 .  Mee t ings  o f  t he  Board  may  be  ca l l ed  a s  needed  by  

the  Pres iden t  o r  by  a  ma jo r i ty  o f  the  Board  mem
be r s ,  p rov ided  a l l  Board  members  a re  no t i f i ed .  
Board  mee t ings  sha l l  be  open  t o  the  Soc ie ty .  

2 .  A ma jo r i ty  o f  t he  Board  sha l l  cons t i tu t e  a  quorum.  
3 .  The  Board  sha l l  r epor t  a t  bus iness  mee t ings  o f  the  

Soc ie ty  on  p roposed  po l i cy  changes  and  new p ro 
j ec t s .  Minu tes  o f  Board  mee t ings  wi l l  be  r ead  upon  
r eques t .  

ARTICLE IX—ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Sec t ion  A:  

The  Nomina t ing  Commi t t ee  sha l l  use  the  Bylaws  (which  
l i s t  each  e l ec ted  o f f i ce r ' s  du t i e s ) ,  t oge the r  wi th  the  
cu r ren t  membersh ip  l i s t ,  to  se l ec t  one  nominee  fo r  each  
e l ec ted  o f f i ce .  
Sec t ion  B:  

Fo l lowing  the  Nomina t ing  Commi t t ee ' s  r epor t  a t  the  
Apr i l  bus iness  mee t ing ,  an  oppor tun i ty  sha l l  be  g iven  
fo r  nomina t ions  f rom the  f loor .  
Sec t ion  C:  

In  the  absence  o f  a  Nomina t ing  Commi t t ee  r epor t ,  
nomina t ions  sha l l  be  made  f rom the  f loo r .  
Sec t ion  D:  

Only  those  who  have  consen ted  to  se rve  i f  e l ec ted  
sha l l  be  e l ig ib le  fo r  nomina t ion  e i the r  by  the  Nomina t 
ing  Commi t t ee  o r  f rom the  f loo r .  
Sec t ion  E :  

Of f i ce r s  sha l l  be  e l ec ted  by  ma jo r i ty  vo te  o f  the  
members  p resen t  a t  the  May  bus iness  mee t ing .  
Sec t ion  F :  

A vacancy  occur r ing  in  any  e l ec ted  o f f i ce  o the r  than  
the  Pres idency  sha l l  be  f i l l ed  fo r  the  unexp i red  t e rm 
by  a  member  e l ec ted  by  ma jo r i ty  vo te  a t  a  bus iness  
mee t ing .  The  P res iden t  may  appo in t  an  in t e r im o f f i ce r .  

ARTICLE X—AMENDMENTS AND REVISIONS 
Sec t ion  A:  

By laws  amendments  and  r ev i s ions  (he re ina f t e r  
"p roposed  change" )  may  be  p roposed  by :  
1 .  Any  member ,  o r  
2 .  A f ive -member  commi t t ee  tha t  sha l l  be  appo in ted  by  

t he  Pres iden t  eve ry  f ive  yea r s ,  f rom the  t ime  o f  
t he  l a s t  r ev i s ion ,  t o  rev iew the  Bylaws .  Th i s  
commi t t ee  sha l l  r epor t  i t s  f ind ings  and  p roposa l s  
t o  the  membersh ip .  ^  

Sec t ion  B:  P rocedure  fo r  Proposed  Change  
1 .  Any  p roposed  change  sha l l  be  in t roduced  in  wr i t i i ^  

( in  pe r son  o r  by  l e t t e r )  a t  a  bus iness  mee t ing  and  
r ead  in to  the  minu tes ,  and  sha l l  be  r ecorded  by  t he  
Record ing  Sec re ta ry .  

2 .  A copy  o f  the  p roposed  change  and  no t i f i ca t ion  o f  
i t s  vo t ing  sha l l  be  pub l i shed  in  the  news le t t e r  
announc ing  the  mee t ing  a t  which  vo t ing  wi l l  t ake  
p lace .  

3 .  Vot ing  sha l l  be  no  ea r l i e r  than  the  nex t  bus iness  
mee t ing  a f t e r  the  p roposed  change  was  in t roduced .  

4 .  Ra t i f i ca t ion  o f  a  p roposed  change  sha l l  be  by  a  
two- th i rds  ma jo r i ty  vo te .  

ARTICLE XI—FISCAL YEAR 
The  Soc ie ty ' s  f i s ca l  yea r  sha l l  be  f rom Sep tember  1  

th rough  Augus t  31 .  
ARTICLE XII—PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

The  Soc ie ty  sha l l  be  conduc ted  in  accordance  wi th  
t he  pa r l i amen ta ry  p rocedure  s e t  fo r th  in  the  mos t  

. r ecen t  ed i t ion  o f  Rober t ' s  Ru les  o f  Order  i n  case  o f  
ques t ion  no t  covered  by  these  Bylaws .  

Th i s  ve r s ion  o f  the  Bylaws ,  a s  amended ,  was  accep ted  by  
a  two- th i rds  ma jo r i ty  vo te  o f  the  Soc ie ty  on  [month  
da te ] ,  1991  and  r ep laces  a l l  ea r l i e r  Bylaw ve r s ions  and  
amendments .  


