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Western Montana 
Genealogical Society 

NEXT MEETING - Tuesday, January 12, 2010 
Missoula Public Library, large 
meeting room, 7:00 pm. 
PROGRAM: "Genealogy in 
American History" by Peggy 
Harris. Margaret Louise Harris 
began her own family search 
when she joined the Western 
Montana Genealogical Society 
in 1998. To her astonishment, 
she was able to trace her family 
ancestry deep into American 
history and beyond the Atlan­
tic. Her newly published book--

-In the Shade of Oaks: A Story 
of American Heritage—is a 
chronicle of a people enduring 
the turbulence of a new nation, 
unlike any before, inventing it­
self. She will speak on how her 
12-year research evolved from a 
search for the names of her 
forebears to a narrative of the 
enormous historical events that 
guided and shaped their lives. 

Keeping Up In 2010 
Many of the web sites that I vis­
ited in the last week talked 
about new additions and ex­
pected expansions for 2010. 
Trying to keep up with all the 
new genealogy databases being 
added to Internet sites can be 
time consuming, but with all 
the new information coming 
online you really want to make 
sure that you don't miss infor­
mation that you have been 
waiting to find. 
There are a number of online 
blogs (a kind of newsletter that 
allows reader feedback) that 
you may find helpful in keeping 
you up to date on the latest ad­
ditions to genealogy databases 
and new tools: 
• Eastman's Online Geneal­

ogy Newsletter— read or sub­
scribe to the free 'standard' edi­
tion (or buy the plus edition) by 
going to http://www.eogn.com. 
• Dear Myrtle's Blog— 
http://blog.dearmyrtle.com/ 
• Genealogy Blog—http:// 
www.genealogyblog.com/ writ­
ten by Leland & Patty Meitzler. 
• World Vital Records Arti­
cles—they have some good arti­
cles like the 12/28/09 one on 
"Business and Occupational Re­
cords." See them at http://www. 
worldvitalrecords.com/. 
• Ancestry.com Blog—at 
Ancestry.com Learning Center. 

Additions to Online Data­
bases: 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Page 2 Western Montana Genealogical Society 

In The Mail 
INTERNET GENEALOGY. .Dec/Jan 2010. 
"European Census Records Online" shows 
where to find some census for Denmark, 
Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and the UK; 
"20 Canadian Library Databases" covers Al­
berta, Ontario and BC. There are also articles 
on "Death in London: Burial Registers," 
"Historic Recordings Online," and "Ancestral 
Quest 12.1." The later is a genealogy program 
that will open and save files in PAF format or 
AQ format, and will search FamilySearch and 
New FamilySearch (if you have a password to 
the later.) 
NGS Newsletter. Oct-Dec 2009.. 
Articles include: "Making Family History 
Books They'll Want to Read," "The Twittering 
Genealogist," "The Reasonably Exhaustive 
Search," "Stitching Your Family Research To­
gether," and "Colonial Handwriting Can Be a 
Real Pain." 

Bits & Bytes H is ^ 
Census of Ireland 1911—The household re­
turns and ancillary records for the censuses of 
Ireland of 1901 and 1911, which are in the 
custody of the National Archives of Ireland. 
They say "All thirty-two counties for 1911 are 
now available on this site . We have decided to 
make the material immediately available, in 
the knowledge that the vast majority of our 
users will be able to find what they want. Cor­
rections and improvements will be ongoing..." 
This is FREE. 

http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/ 

Irish Genealogy Website—This site will as­
sist you in providing valuable information on 
the many ways of tracing your family history. 
You can view over 1.3 million church records 
free of charge (Kerry & Dublin only). 
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/ 

Online Directory Site—Links to online city 
directories. http://sites.google.com/site/ 
onlinedirectorysite/ 

Online Historical Newspapers—Links to 
online newspaper sites. http://sites.google, 
com/site/online newspapersite/Home 

Keeping Up in 2010 (Continued from page 1) 

FamilySearch—Family Search Labs 
added a new program called Community 
Trees which "are lineage-linked genealogies 
from specific time periods and geographic lo­
calities around the world. The information 
also includes the supporting sources. Each 
Community Tree is a searchable database 
with views of individuals, families, ancestors 
and descendants, as well as printing options" 
You can search for Surnames or look in the 
'Tree' list for specific areas such as "British 
Isles: Peerage, Gentry and Colonial Ameri­
can Sources." See http://labs.familysearch. 
org/ -Communtiy Trees or directly at 

h t t p : / / h i s t f a m . f a m i l y s  e a r c h . o r g /  
surnames.php 

Ancestry.com - will add City Directo­
ries for: 

Scotland 1800's-1900's 
Canada Area 1800's-1900's 
US 1950's - as 1950 Census Substitute 
I m p r o v e d  A n c e s t r y . c o m  W i l d c a r d  
Searches— 
• Now put a wildcard first, such as *son or ? 
atthew to catch all of those crazy spellings 
and variations that our ancestors came up 
with. 
• Either the first or last character must be 
a non-wildcard character. For example, Han* 
and *son are okay, but not *anso* 
• Names must contain at least three non-
wildcard characters. For example, Ha*n is 
okay, but not Ha* 
[Wildcard searches DO NOT WORK WITH-
SOUNDEX] 
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Western Montana Genealogical Society 

Do you have an overall goal or do you 
just like doing the research for the fun of 
it? 
• Just like it, but I do have a few big goals. 

• It is a lot of fun — but I feel I'd like to leave some 
family information for the younger generation. 

• Yes, yes, and yes. My goal is and has been to put 
together a Helterline Family History to the extent pos­
sible. To do that, I had to search the Missoulian, 
Plainsman (newspaper), and Sanders County Ledger, 
plus indexing them. For Sanders County Burials, in 
1982, Paulette Parpart asked me to cover Sanders 
County. Like an idiot, I said yes. That took me 25 yrs 
to complete. For the most part, I have enjoyed it, plus 
spending a tremendous amount of time researching. 

• I would like to put together my information with 
pictures in a notebook to give copies to relatives. 

• My goal to know more about some clearly interest­
ing family ancestors. 

• It is a lot of fun — but I feel I'd like to leave some 
family information for the younger generation. 

• Wanted to find out about my mother's family 

• To keep solving the mystery...it is fun! 

• I do it for the fun of it. I love the hunt, and the 
rush I get when I find what I've been looking for. 

• I just like the stories and history that I uncover. 

• I have info - dates, etc - on all our families but I 
have very few proofs to go with it. 

• For the fun of it! 

• Like a treasure hunt only with this, family is the 
treasure. 

• My book, entitled In the Shade of Oaks, will be 
published by the end of this summer. Walking my an­
cestors through American history is among the most 
satisfactory tasks I have ever accomplished. 

• I have several goals. First, 1 wish to locate a photo 
of each of my grandfather's siblings (there were 13 chil­
dren in the family), discover who the ambrotype of the 
Civil War officer is and locate other relevant photos for 
scanning. My 2nd goal is to provide a CD with all of 
these ancestor stories and photos (that I have scanned 
and located) to all individuals who have contributed to 
this project. Third, I wish to put together an accurate 
family tree (with sources) that includes my great great-
great grandparents to the present . Then, I'll 
quit. I didn't start out wanting to do any genealogy, 
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but became hooked and am now doing it for the fun 
of it. 

• At present, as it has been for the past 25 years 
or so, is to find something-ariyZ/H/ig-about my 
great-grandfather. I know that he said he was born 
in Delaware in March 1797, and I have found his 
two marriage records, but I can't seem to find his 
parents or siblings, or when or where they were 
born. Other fines have opened up and I have gone 
back very many generations in some of them. A cou­
ple of other puzzles still have me digging, too. 

• For the fun of it! 

• I just like the fun of it. 

• I'm still more of a family historian but I do enjoy 
the research. 

• I like doing the research and would like to put together 
a book for my grandkids someday. 

FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY 
The Missoula Family History Library, 3201 
Bancroft St., Missoula, has resumed its 
Tuesdays / Thursday / Saturday schedule 
and is open all hours listed below. 

COMPUTER RESERVATIONS 
(1 hour session) Call 543-6148 

FHL HOURS 
Mon. CLOSED 
Tue. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM & 6:30-8:30 PM 
Wed. CLOSED 
Thurs. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM & 6:30—8:30 PM 
[Sat. 9:00 AM -12:00 PM] May resume soon 

Suggestions—Books, ???? 

Paulette Parpart is looking for suggestions 
of items that you would like to see pur­
chased for the Genealogical Collection at 
the Missoula Public Library. Gather your 
suggestions and send an e-mail to : 

Paulette K. Parpart 258-3858 
parpart@missoula.lib.mt.us 



WESTERN MONTANA 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
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P.O. Box 2714 
Missoula, MT 59806-2714 

(We're On The Web 
www.rootsweb. • 
com\~mtwmgs 

Missoula Public Library 
301 East Main St. 
Missoula MT 59802 

Dues & Queries 

Dues are $11 a year for individuals and $13 for 
families, which includes a Newsletter (Sep, 
Nov, Jan, Apr, & May) and membership in the 
Montana State Genealogical Society. Queries 
are published free for members, $2 for non-
members. Membership runs from September to 
May of the next year. 

Submissions 

We would appreciate any submissions of arti­
cles on genealogy for the Newsletter including 
How You Solved It, local pedigrees, book re­
views of local history/genealogy books, and 
any genealogy news items. 


